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Dear 
Did you know that one in every four residents lives below the poverty line in the Appalachia region of the United States, and approximately 62,500 homes in the area are substandard? On a daily basis families need to make tough choices between food, clothing and medical supplies. It is not really surprising that home repairs fall very low on their list of priorities. 
In order to help these families, I am very excited to take part in a youth work trip with the Congregational Church of New Fairfield Senior High Youth (SHY) from July 2-10, 2016. The SHY Work Team is again travelling to West Virginia to work on home repairs for those in need through the Appalachia Service ProjectSM (ASP).  

Last year, donors like you helped us raise $39,301, which was used to help repair the homes of eight families in Appalachia. Where does all this money go? Over the 11,940 minutes we spent on our trip, we purchased 1,045 gallons of gas to travel 10,238 miles in our vans. We made 453 sandwiches for our crews and families, wrote 323 postcards to thank those that supported us and brought home 756 dirty tee shirts. Our accomplishments included tearing out walls and insulation, putting up support rafters, fixing drainage issues, and repairing roofs, to name a few. The 1,440 hugs were technically free, but would not have happened without the support of our stockholders. The lessons we learned, the friends we made, the prayers we said and the blessings we received from our service to others cannot be counted or measured in dollars. 
So you’re asking, “How can I help?”  We need to raise over $35,000 to put our projected six crews of volunteers, or 44 youth and adults, to work on these mission projects.  As young entrepreneurs we are selling stock to raise the capital needed, however, unlike most stock offerings, our shares guarantee rewarding dividends.  All stockholders will get a postcard from our trip and will be invited to our stockholder dinner in the fall to hear all about our experience. In addition, you will receive a post-trip email newsletter complete with pictures. Most importantly, you’ll get the satisfaction of knowing you helped us make a difference in the lives of families in need.  

My goal is to sell at least 50 shares of stock. If you would like to support me by buying one (or more () shares of stock, please send $10.00 for each share by filling out the enclosed form along with your donation. 
You can learn more about the region, Appalachia Service ProjectSM, their mission, work and history at www.ASPHome.org.  Be sure to watch the ASP video, which will certainly touch your heart.
Thank you in advance for investing in me and supporting the SHY Work Team!
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